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Our mission is to consolidate and coordinate the efforts of the Russian
language and area studies in order to enhance and expand Russian studies in
the region, provide professional and moral support for existing programs, and
CARTA’S Vo I C E s to create new programs of need and interest to students at all levels of public,

private, secondary, and higher educational institutions. The additional
benefits would be an exchange of educational programs, ideas, and techniques.
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Dedicated to CARTA!
CARTA NOCBALWLAETCA...

In October of 1998 five Russian language educators from
three states gathered in Oklahoma City to discuss the
feasibility of founding a regional association of Russian
language and culture teachers. The idea was unanimously
supported and the association was established with the name
of CARTA (Central Association of Russian Teachers of

. . , «WwM MeHn no KapTe -
America). It was decided then that CARTA’s service area

U papoM byaeM Mbi»

would include the states that neighbor Oklahoma: Arkansas,

Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, and Texas. Several

years later Mississippi also joined the organization.

A line from a once popular Soviet song with an appropriate name «Wmu mens mo kapre» (music by M.
Fradkin; lyrics by M. Plyatskovsky) was selected for the Association’s motto. A suggestion was made
to establish a Lifetime membership and to offer an inaugural special of $90.00. All five delegates paid
that amount establishing the financial foundation of the newly created professional group. Today,

CARTA’s Lifetime members list comprises over 30 individuals.

Those individuals who attended the meeting in 1998 are recognized
as CARTA'’s Founders:

Lis Collins — (1941 — 2009), 33 years teaching in the Arlington Independent School District, Texas;
Elena Doshlygina - 31 years teaching at Tulsa University, Oklahoma; 14 study abroad trips to Russian

and Kazakhstan;

Mara Sukholutskaya — 32 years
teaching at East Central University,
Oklahoma; 27 study abroad trips;
Roman Brysha — (1946 — 2023),
taught at Holland Hall School,
Oklahoma, and in California;

Larry Lonard — 32 years teaching in
the Topeka Public Schools, Kansas; 6
years of student exchanges with a

sister-high school in Kharkiv, Ukraine;

el

Sally Ziebell — 24 years teaching in

Founding meeting 1998 the Putnam City School District and at
Left to right: Lis Collins, Elena Doshlygina, Mara Sukholutskaya, Harding Charter Prep High School,
Roman Brysha, Larry Lonard, Sally Ziebell (in background Oklahoma; 12 study abroad trips to

Dr. Fran Stackenwalt, East Central University) Russia and France.
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Twenty-six years have passed since that October
with many individuals have contributing to the
continuing growth and success of the association.

One small group forming the CARTA Board has

worked tirelessly to ensure that the CARTA’s main
activity - its annual conference - is well planned and properly organized.

Following are CARTA’s present and past Board members:

Current CARTA Board

g

‘ll ~  Schefski, Harold — Membership,
i ﬁ 1"“ Awards, and Evaluations Chair,

J Sukholutskaya, Mara —
B Ph.D. Emeritus, California State

President, Ph.D., East Central
\ University, Ada, OK 32 years of
A

teaching Russian - 25 years of

University, Long Beach 40 years of

teaching Russian - 15 years of

service on the CARTA Board .
service on the CARTA Board

Long, Michael — Iepuri, Valentina —
Publicity Chair and the

Webmaster, Ph.D. The University

Vice-President, Publications Chair,
Ph.D., Baylor University, Waco, TX
36 years of teaching Russia - 19 of Mississippi 22 years of teaching
Russian - 13 years of service on

the CARTA Board

years of service on the CARTA
Board

Nummikoski, Marita — Scanlan, Tatiana —

Treasurer and Grants Chair, Ph.D., By-Laws and Nominations Chair,
Emeritus, University of Texas, San University of Kansas and Johnson
Antonio, 48 years of teaching County Community College, 33

years of teaching Russian - 3 years

of service on the CARTA Board

Russian - 21 years of service on
the CARTA Board

Board Members Emeriti

Lindsey, Byron Ph.D. Emeritus Lonard, Larry

the University of New Mexico, 37 Emeritus Kansas Public Schools,

years of teaching Russian 32 years of teaching Russian;

Ziebell, Sally
Emerita OK City Public Schools & American
Community School, England, 26 years of

teaching Russian
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Former CARTA Board Members

Karmanova, Tatyana, Ph.D. Emerita Missouri Southern State University, 17 years of teaching Russian;
Liro, Joe, Emeritus Austin TX Community College, 30 years of teaching Russian;

Tucker, Janet, Ph.D., Emerita University of Arkansas, 20 Years of teaching Russian;

Collins, Lis (1941-2009), Arlington TX Independent School District, 33 years of teaching Russian
Irina Krivtsova - Nominations, Tulsa Junior College, Oklahoma;

Andrey Shkvorov - formerly from the University of Hawaii;

Richard Pain, formerly from Colorado Community College;

Mikhail Palatnik - Washington University, Missouri

The following individuals served as Local Chairs
and were Board members during particular Conference years:

Sabina Amanbaeva; Elena Doshlygina, Marilyn Gaar, Irina Krivtsova, Tatiana Scanlan, Maria
Yevtushenko, Michael Long, Valentina Iepuri, Nicole Monnier, Andrey Shkvorov, Marita Nummikoski,

Byron Lindsey, and Mikhail Osadchiy

CARTA Geography

CARTA started as a small regional association (the first Conference gathered 13 attendees), but has
since outgrown its original intent expanding geographically and growing in number. CARTA
Conferences were held in eleven cities: Oklahoma City (1999, 2000,2008, 2023), Tulsa (2002, 2006,
and 2013), Albuquerque (2003 and 2019), Dallas (2001 and 2015), San Antonio (2005 and 2017),
Columbia, MO (2014), Austin (2002, 2006, and 2007), Waco (2013 and 2022), Kansas City (2004,
2010, 2016), Oxford, MS (2011), San Francisco (2009) of seven states and also in Moscow, Russia
(2018).
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CARTA has welcomed presenters and attendees from 19 states and
several countries including India, Belorussia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan,
Russia, Slovakia, Austria, Uzbekistan and several others. We are
proud that CARTA has become a truly national and international
Association. CARTA is honored to have in its ranks two truly
distinguished world-famous individuals: Professor Vitaliy
Kostomarov, founder of the Pushkin Russian Language Institute,

and a great Russian poet, Yevgeny Yevtushenko. Their legacy

lives on in CARTA’s Conferences and special events.

CARTA recognizes outstanding contribution to the field of
Russian Language and Culture with its Excellence in Teaching
Russian Award that is presented annually during the Awards
Luncheon. Over twenty CARTA members have earned that
honor. Additionally, CARTA recognizes its loyal supporters,
contributors, and advocates with a Friend of CARTA Award.
Among the recipients of that award there are individuals as

well as professional entities such as Language Departments

and businesses.
CARTA cherishes and supports its loyal exhibitors who have continuously displayed their products and

programs at conferences and through advertising with CARTA publications. Special Thank you goes to
the American Council for International Education, SRAS and its leader, Renee Stillings; and Russia-

onLine/ Bergstrom Press and its President, James Beale.

In addition to its annual conferences CARTA
organized a number of special events. Among them:

- Two Essay contests - 2005 and 2020;

- A Symposium dedicated to 200 years of Diplomatic
relations between USA and Russia — 2009;

- Four Yevgeniy Yevtushenko’s poetry Readings;

- Yevgeny Yevtushenko Poetry Recital Contest-
annually since 2021;

- Pre-conference Workshops on Russian Pedagogy, an
unforgettable trip to Fort Ross, Oklahoma Russian

architecture and ballet connections; Russian Culture

and others.

CARTA still remembers outstanding formal presentations and informal conversations with Professor
Vitaly Kostomarov; an unforgettable trip to Fort Ross; memorable visits to Peredelkino and Yaroslal.
CARTA is proud to be able to offer such first-class professional and inspiring opportunities to its

conferences’ attendees.
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CARTA Publications

CARTA produces an annual Newsletter as well as the CARTA
Research Journal. Many thanks go to the former and current
editors for their selfless work and contribution: Michael

Long, Alvin Turner, Sabina Amanbaeva and several others.

NEPEBNUPASA HALUMU AATDI...
CARTA 5th Conference (Albuquerque)

Al Turner’s dedication:

When we let Russian ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we
will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children
will be able to join hands and sing together an old Russian
hymn, “CARTA at last, CARTA at last!”

CARTA 10th Conference (Oklahoma City)

Yevgeny Yevtushko sent a letter and dedicated a poem in honor

KAPTOY KA

Articles and A
the 23rd Co,

Volwnt 7

of the occasion while Larry compiled a Top 10 Reasons list to attend CARTA Conferences:

Jloporue Apy3bs, KOJIJIEerd U3 00beJUHAIONEH HaC BCeX HAIlen
noporot JuepoxaenHunsl CARTHI, KoTOpOU celiuac ucnoansercs 10
netr! Ho oHa BecpMa mojiaromas HaJeXbl 1eBOUYKA, YMHEHbKAs,
6ylaropa3yMHeHbKas, Ja)ke YNTAeT KHUKKU CBEPX MIKOJIbHOMN
IpOTpaMMBbl, a €CJIX OTKPHIBAeT KOMIIBIOTEDP, TO BOBCE HeE JJIf TOTO,
4TOOBI 3aHUMATHCS CAaMypPalCKUMU UTPAMH, a HAXOLUT OTBETHI HA BCE

caMble TJIaBHbIE€ BOIIPOCHI.

Ona, Hama CARTA - s3T0 o60o6marmimas ¢pororpadpuyeckas KapTouyka
HalluX YYUTEJbCKUX AYII, HE IOTEPABIIUX BEPY B CMBICJI Hamef/i
npodeccun, 06beMHEHHBIX 6JIAaTOPOHON 3afauei, YTOOBI HAIIU
VYEeHUKH MOJIOUIN PYCCKUHN ABBIK, JUTEPATYPY U HE MO3BOJIUNU OBI,
4TOOBI B Oy/IylIeM MOBTOPHUJIACH OBl OMATH XOJIOJAHAS BOHHA MEX/AY
JBYMU TaKUMHU BeJUKUMU cTpaHaMmu, Kak CIIIA u Poccusa. CARTA He
3aHHUMaeTcA NOJIUTHKOW. Ho oHa MOKeT HIOMOYb BOCIIUTATH
MOJIUTUKOB OYAyIIEero, KOTOpble OYAYT MOHUMATh, YTO HAlusA ['eHpH
Topo, Youra Yurmana, Mapka TBena, ®osnkuepa, Pobepra Ppocra,
XeMUHTY351 MOXKET JPYKUTH co cTpaHou Ilymkuna, Toacroro,
Yexosa, [Tacrepunaka, AHHBI AxMaToBo#. Kpacora s3bika u
MYJZPOCTH, CIPECCOBAHHAA B JIYYIIUX KHUTAX HAIIUX HAPOJOB, MOTYT
NMPHUBECTU K B3AUMONOHUMAaHNIO. UesloBeUECTBO BCEr/la CMOMKET
HaWTH OOIIUI A3BIK TOJBKO €CJHU OyeT 3HATh A3BIKU APYT Apyral

CinaBa CARTe u BceM ee BepHBIM DhHIIIAPAM U pblljapeccam!

Tens Tamsbl IINKOBOI, He KapKai
Hax HaMU HOYIO JIEAAHOM:
«Tpu kapThl! — caAbIIUTE — TPHU KapThI!»

A HAM J0CTATOYHO OJAHOM!
Egeenuit Esmywenxo

Mocxkea, 2008
April 3
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Top 10 Reasons to Attend CARTA Conferences by Larry Lonard

10. Due to educational budgets cuts for foreign languages, this reason was eliminated this year.

9. CARTA is easier to spell than AATSEEL. Besides, AATSEEL sounds like a brand of plastic food
containers or a tire repair kit. CARTA can be typed with just the left hand.

8. The backward R and N and all the other funny looking letters make sense.

7. CARTA is a place where those of us who can’t wish we could.

6. CARTA is a place where Bears, Tigers, Jayhawks, Tarheels, Lobos, Buffalos, Razor-backs,
Longhorns, Sooners, Cowboys, and many other creatures can gather in peace and harmony. But
mommas should not let their “babies grow up to be cowboys” [Willie Nelson]

5. CARTA is a place where fish eggs magically become caviar, bacon fat becomes salo, and that clear
liquid in the bottle isn’t Aqua Fina.

4. CARTA is a place where “perfective” and “imperfective” do not refer to one’s appearance, wardrobe,
performance, or dance moves.

3. CARTA is a place where “genitive,” is not associated with a disease, but perhaps it should be;
“accusative,” does not refer to crime; “dative,” has little to do with your social life: “instrumental,”
does not refer to a musical instrument; and “nominative,” has nothing to do with Clinton or Obama.
2. CARTA is a place where “NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND,” just means that all
your students are on the tour bus.

1. CARTA is a place where the dues are cheap, the food is good, the dancing

is beyond description, and the fellowship is awesome.

CARTA 15th Conference (Waco, TX)

The festivities started with a warm and welcoming opening

Reception. The attendees enjoyed a sophisticated and inspiring
greeting from Dr. Heidi Bostic, Baylor’s Modern Languages and
Cultures Department Chair. Each Conference participant was

awarded a special commemorative medal.

CARTA 20th Conference (Moscow, Russia)

™ This Conference was held at the Pushkin Russian Language Institute in

Moscow. At the Reception the CARTA’s Honorary member, Dr. Vitaliy
Kostomarov, offered a toast to the most prominent of the less commonly
taught languages- Russian. The official opening of the Conference was
held the following morning. Speakers included Dr. Kostomarov;
CARTA’s President, Mara Sukholutskaya, and Mr. Thomas Leary
representing the Embassy of the United States in Moscow. The latter,
who delivered his comments in Russian, mentioned that the best place
to study Russian was the host institute and encouraged the audience to

. continue studying and researching Russian language and culture.
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At the conclusion of the Conference the participants
received certificates and CARTA members enjoyed
beautiful green mugs commemorating CARTA” s 20th
birthday arranged by the Pushkin Institute.Al Turner’s
comments give a good summary of CARTA’s experiences
during its 20th Jubilee Conference: “The CARTA
conference provided a once in a lifetime experience for
me. The reception given by the Pushkin Institute, the trip
to Yarolslav and the golden circle were enough to have
made it memorable. The memories I cherish however
came with the trip to Peredelkino, reading poetry in the
home of Pasternak, touring the Yevtushenko museum and

a delightful meal and reception at the Yevtushenko home”.

CARTA 25th Conference (Oklahoma City)
For its quarter century Jubilee CARTA gathered in Oklahoma City, the Association’s birthplace. Some
of the highlights included:

-An opening Reception featuring a violin duo from OCU, students’ performances, songs and dances by
Anna and the Boys; CARTA’s Showtime Choir and karaoke group singing.

-CARTA Chronicles presentation by Sally Ziebell;

-Poetry and music recital by Zhenya Yevtushenko;

Each participant received a commemorative matryoshka doll figurine.

For 25 years CARTA has been delivering on its
Mission to support and strengthen Russian Studies in
its service area and throughout the United States and
beyond. During those years CARTA’s members
published books and articles, delivered papers and
chaired panels at professional conferences; were
recognized at state, regional and national levels;
received promotions and assumed leadership roles at
their respective institutions. CARTA celebrated those
achievements, proud that it provided professional,
moral, and emotional support to all of its members.
The following comments from CARTA’s members
demonstrate the special bond that has been created by
CARTA which is undoubtedly one of CARTA’s greatest
achievements and a significant contribution to the

field of Humanities.
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Al Turner, CARTA ‘s Court poet, compiled the following lines in honor of the event:

An Ode to CARTA
Alvin O. Turner*

Odes address topics of significance
affairs of states, deeds of presidents,
enduring searches for truth and beauty

invitations to Immortality.

Odes should reveal noble paths
away from mercy and wrath,
point toward holy liberty
define hopes for posterity.

Odes commemorate visions of movers and shakers
creators of nations, movements of note

Not things as small as CARTA

creations of Sally, Larry, Lis, Lena, Roman or Mara.

Odes are written by poets laureate,
literary lions or agents of state,
not unknown scribes, their credentials in question.

struggling with rhyme, meter, expression.

Yet that odist knows caged birds may sing.
Truth often remains in desks unseen
smaller is so often wisest.

Quilts from scraps may be warmest.

He finds in those thoughts an explanation
for CARTA’s outsized reputation,

drawing those we stood in awe of
Yevtushenko and Kastamarov

Sharing special times with Yevginiy

honored by the other at the UucturyTt pycckoro

So let us celebrate this silver anniversary
the dream of Mara, Liz, Roman, Lena, Sally and Larry.
Let us honor the work of Michael, Masha, Joe and Marita,

Harold and Byron, Valya, Alla, Tatiana and Sabina.

Let us applaud their vision proclaimed

Finished scholars, small school faculty and high school teachers
meeting in sessions with student readers.

Matthew, Jerry, Olga, Tamar and yet more friends unnamed
beyond the borders of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico,
Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas and Colorado

transcending boundaries of Ukraine, Latvia, Moldava, Georgia,
and Russia,

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan even Mexico and India

Yes! Yes! Yes! An ode for little CARTA
The overreaching dream from Mara
promoting Russian scholarship

building worldwide fellowship.

And a limerick:

CARTA Limerick

There was a pretty lady from Kiev

who kept projects up her sleeve

for unwary strangers or friends

who found themselves, at loose ends
to give them new meaning and purpose

as CARTA workers, poets and Sherpas.
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CARTA'’s Voices

I began attending CARTA meetings in 2002 (Tulsa OK) and have missed only one meeting since that time. Unlike
cold impersonal national meetings, CARTA creates a warm intimate environment of about fifty to seventy scholars
and teachers from all over the world. There are no conflicting sessions, and everyone feels a personal
responsibility to listen to as many presentations as possible. People dine together, attend local attractions as a
group, and participate in cultural events. Also, it is one of the few meetings that involve undergraduate students
who get their first exposure to academic life. I know how much I loved CARTA when the meetings shut down
during the pandemic or were relegated to ZOOM, which just is not the same. For me CARTA is a yearly pilgrimage
which I feel obliged to attend even though my university fails to support me financially since my retirement in
2016. CARTA has miraculously lasted a quarter century, and we can only hope that it will continue to prosper in

the coming years if only dedicated youthful scholars will consider its survival a worthwhile commitment.
Harold Schefski, California

ST moznakomuaack ¢ KAPToi nBa rosa Ha3aj U oueHb moabusa bopmat 3Tokh kKoHpepeHnuu. MHe HPaBUTCS BCe:
npeKpacHas OpraHu3alusA, 3aMedaTesbHbIE JI0/IU, HHTepeCHble JOKJIA/bl, IPUATHbIE CIOPIPU3BI U TEIJIbIe
BOCIIOMUHAHUA. MeHsd OUeHb BIeYaTNNI0, Kak 6epexxHo KAPTA OTHOCUTCSA K HCTOPUU CBOETO CYIIECTBOBAHUA U
TOPAUTCS BCEMU AOCTHIKEHUAMHU. A TOPAUTHCA JEUCTBUTEIHHO €CTh YeM, BeJlb 32 ueTBepTh Beka KAPTA ycnena
MOAPACTU ¥ U3 MaJIeHbKOU KOHGEpEeHI[NH IpeBpaTUIach B KOHGEPEeHIUI0 HHTEPHANUOHAIBHOTO YPOBHA.

A xxenaro KAPTe nanpHelimero pocra U JOJTUX JIET IPOIBETAHUA U C HETePIeHUEM KAy HOBBIX BcTped!

Yuliya Kruchkova, Texas

When I ponder about CARTA’s role in furthering Russian Studies in the U.S., I think of the people the association
unites. I feel fortunate to be able to interact with many current CARTA members, who are so devoted to sharing
their experience and knowledge with scholars and students of younger generations. Participating myself and
having my students take part in the events organized by CARTA just in the last few years makes me appreciate the
association’s mission, which has been continuing for over 25 years. I wish everyone continued energy, curiosity,

and commitment to their fields of research and study for many more years to come. Muoras siera, KAPTA!
Olga Scarborough, Colorado

CARTA has become very dear and precious to me. Every time I attend the annual Conference, I feel like I'm

surrounded by my old friends, and we are talking about something that we all adore and cherish.

Aleksandra Montotova, Russia

JBanuaTh MATH JIET MOel npodeccruoHaNbHOH KU3HU TecHO cBsA3aHbl ¢ CARTA. CARTA — 5T0 Mo JTI0OUMBIT
OCTPOBOK KYJIBTYPHOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA POCCHY U PYCCKOA3BIYHOrO Mupa B AMepuke. f mocerusia 1BagIaTh 4eThipe
KOoH(pEepeHIUH U3 ABAIIaTU NATU. B maMsaATu 0cOOEHHO APKO OCTAJIUCh OJIECTAIINE BBICTYIIJIeHUs EBTYIIEHKO,
KoctomapoBa, BepauueBckoro, fokropa TepHepa, a Tak:Ke 3KCKYPCHHU U OYeHb Temas atMmocdhepa Bcex
xoHbpepennuit CARTA. fI ouens n06s10 CARTA u 61aronapaa CARTA (u Mape kak olapeHHOMY OpPraHHU3aTOPy-
BIOXHOBUTEJNO) 3a TO, uTo CARTA Ham BceMm gasa.

Elena Doshlygina, Oklahoma
CARTA is not just another professional academic organization. It is managed by its members and is as social as it
is professional. My time on the CARTA board was satisfying and rewarding.

Joe Liro, Texas
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CARTA has been a true pinnacle of success for me as a language educator. Who am I, as a teacher of Russian
language and culture without the CARTA family? I wear many hats, but my pride and joy is the work I do. I could
do it alone and never be supported, enriched, valued, appreciated, loved, cared for, like I am by the CARTA
community. My life would definitely be different. CARTA has been there for me since 2010. I met my esteemed
colleagues and friends, travelled to various places within the United States and Russia, defended my dissertation,
changed countries, came back to the US, got a permanent teaching position. I know that CARTA is there for me. It

is a great shoulder to lean on. I am a better person because I am part of this amazing professional organization!

Tamara Karakozova, Mississippi

I have retained my association with CARTA because I enjoy the unique challenges and opportunities it offers. I
have also found friends within the group that I just enjoy being around. My life and career have been filled with
many good memories, but the Moscow meeting has to rank among the best. Albuquerque, Kansas City, and our
most recent meeting in OKC are highlights for me as well. In contrast, I cannot think of a comparable history
meeting I enjoyed as much.

Al Turner, Colorado (formerly from Oklahoma)
I rejoice in the remembrance of those few golden days of early 2012 at CARTA. It was not only CARTA, but it was
also my first exposure to Russian studies in the US. I could make a journey through the programs of Russian
studies at the universities of Arlington, Austin, and then NM. It started from the CARTA platform. I came back
home delighted and inspired. To be frank, I was little down in spirit at CARTA conferences during the post Corona
years in 2021 and 2023 as I had to attend the sessions with my presentations virtually. My association with
CARTA has been very significant for me throughout because the US and India share a similarity in dealing with
the problems pertaining to methodology of teaching Russian, as in both countries we teach the language while

being far away from the target language environment. CARTA conference presentations often make points on this

issue. I am happy to be on the CARTA platform again in person to meet my alike minds.

Archan Sarkar, India

j - GEy
--
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VYuacrue B pa6ote KAPTDHI sBasieTcs AJsi MeHs O€CIleHHBIM OIBITOM, ¢ 6JIaTOLaPHOCTHIO IEPEHUMAEMBIM OT MOETO
VYuutens u HacraBauka — Cyxonynkoi Mapsl OMMmanyusaoBabl. Dopmat KAPTDHI, uHTepecHas TeMaTHKaA CEKIUU U
MepPONPHUATHH, MTOAO0P BHICOKONPOPECCHOHANBHBIX YIACTHUKOB KOH(pepeHIuHU B obysacTu npenoaasanus PKU
npezcTaBasoT ocobsiit unTepec. Kompopruas u gobpoxkenarensnas armocdepa KAPTHI criocoberByer
3bdexTUBHOMY 0OMEHY IPAKTUUECKUMH U TEOPETHUUYECKNUMHU HapaboTKaMu y4aCcTHUKOB. EJKeTo/IHOE pacliupeHune
reorpaduu y4acTHUKOB KOHGEPEHIUU YKPEIJISET €€ CTATYC KaK MEPONPUATHI MUPOBOro Macuiraba, KOTopoe
CIIJIAYHUBAET JIOEH, NIPEenogaIIUX U U3YYAIIIUX PYCCKUH A3bIK, IO3BOJSIET PACIIUPUTD 'PAHUIIBI UX

B3aMMOJIEHCTBUSA U COTPYHUUECTBA HA 6J1aro Bcex.
Elena Bagumian, Russia

My mother has been a Russian language teacher for most of my life, and throughout the years I have known
CARTA in one capacity or another. I remember how nervous she was to give presentations, and even how nervous
my father was before performing. An audience full of language specialists is an intimidating thing. But after all
the nerves and anxiety, what I remember the most, is how happy they were. Little did I know that I would share
the same nerves and the same happiness with the same organization that gave so much to my family. It seemed to
me more like a warm family reunion than a cold professional conference. There was joy and passion. Each session
was full of purpose, but the informal sessions — conversations at lunch, or singing Soviet songs in hotel rooms —
were just as special even if I didn’t know the songs, and even if I didn’t always fully understand the nuances of
pedagogy, linguistics, history, or language-learning. But the beautiful thing to me about songs and ideas,
languages, and cultures is that they can greet you as simply and warmly as bread and salt, resting on the threads
of a friendly rushnik. CARTA is the bread, the salt, the rushnik but it is also the practiced hands that know how to
knead the joyful bread, how to place the salt cellar just right in the center of it all. Language is older than bread,
and love is our most sacred and oldest human tradition. That is precisely the way this Association talks about
travels in Georgia, playing with proverbs, and even website design for students and classroom management. None
of these things are done without love, the way someone embroiders that same rushnik that you may or not have
noticed.

After my first official visit with CARTA I still think about the Gothic qualities of Lermontov, I hear the laughter in
a khorovod, or dream about space flight and Rachmaninoff and with it all I think of the warm smell of homemade
bread, in-and-out-of-place like this Soviet-born Oklahoman tracing and planning for the next conference, the next
songs, the next sessions at a new home that I have always known, the Central Association of Russian Teachers of

America.

Zhenya Yevtushenko, Oklahoma
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Of the many conferences I have attended over the years, CARTA is unique. A mixture of university professors,
public school teachers - educators dedicated to the study of a foreign language. The teaching and study of a
foreign language has never been easy in a country of immigrants, where, ironically, the need is not always felt.
Today, wars, pandemics and administers bent on cutting funding, has made this task even more difficult.

A conference of "flyover" country educators must be different to survive, scrappier, closer-knit than other
conferences that can depend on deeper pockets. Attending CARTA, no matter the location, often feels more like a
reunion of friends and close colleagues and not an anonymous, large conference, where easily once can be lost in a
crowd. Just like liberal arts education/funding, CARTA, perhaps, faces some of its greatest challenges, hopefully,

the comradery among members and dedication to the mission will see CARTA not only survive, but thrive.

James Beale, Maryland

CARTA to me is an excellent professional association of Russian that enables me to further my participation in the
field of Russian language, linguistics, literature, and culture and to enable me to make significant progress in my
career. CARTA is a group of wonderful people, a meaningful platform for professional work. CARTA enables me to
communicate with many others in the field of Russian, to interact with them, to present my research and to
publish it. It thereby promotes my work in a real way. It does this moreover in the most excellent, delightful, and
pleasant, yet sophisticated way, every year.

Matt Feeney, Wyoming
CARTA has been a special part of my professional and personal life for 25 years. As one of the founding members I
have been involved in its growth and development since 1998. While the membership has increased and its
influence has spread, the aspect that I love and appreciate the most has not changed — the personal relationships
and the friendly ambiance that CARTA nourishes among those who are part of it. My gratitude to all who have

been and are part of CARTA!
Sally Ziebell, Oklahoma
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I joined CARTA in 2005 when I just started to work as a professor at JCCC. CARTA is a relatively small
organization, which brings together not only professional educators and their students, but also Russian
enthusiasts with various backgrounds and expertise.

It has always been important to me as an instructor to understand how my students may benefit from a Russian
program and what I need to include in my courses to help them with their career and, often, life. CARTA gave me
many ideas. With its help, I found great translations of Russian poetry and ways of presenting it to American
students, learned how to use various computer applications, discovered scholarship and career opportunities for
my students, learned about the role and perception of the Russian culture in the US, and visited many beautiful
and interesting places.

Because of CARTA, my students had a unique opportunity to spend time with Yevgeni Yevtushenko and even read
poetry with him. For them it was a life-changing experience! They will also never forget our trip to Moscow when
they presented at CARTA’s international conference. They had a chance to meet many Russian language
professionals and talk to some very interesting people. It had a serious impact on their lives. Even if they do not
use Russian language in their work now, they remain great devotees of Russia anyway.

CARTA provides a great support system for those who teach and study Russian, and I am happy to be a part of it. I
want to promote CARTA as much as I can. For that reason, I am CARTA’s life-time member and recently accepted

a nomination to join CARTA’s Board of Directors.
Tatiana Scanlan, Kansas

CARTA for me is an escape from the mundane world, where I can be surrounded by and learn from incredible
people who have dedicated their lives to the promulgation of knowledge. It means an opportunity to see passion
at play and to grow as a person, ready to share what I've learned with those that will listen when I leave. I
especially love seeing students present and grow academically, like a seed finally sprouting. Both my mind and my
heart swell for this weekend I look forward to every year, like a holiday with an extended family. It means the

perfect blend of academia and love.
Tyler Gifford, Oklahoma
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Happy quarter of a century of excellence to you, Central Association of Russian Teachers of America!

I am proud to say that CARTA and I have been “together” since “the beginning of time.” And we’ll carry on, long
and strong. To some extent, it is a sibling relationship. In 1998, I was on the sidelines of the conference’s
inception, eating pizza and shopping for shoes at a nearby mall in Oklahoma City, while the founding group of
enthusiastic educators were holding their first meeting.

I returned to a young and spry CARTA as a student participant in 2005. Next, in 2006, came assistance to the local
chair in hosting the conference. I was happy to be with the hosting university again in 2012. In my adult life, I
have attended at least 9 conferences, and it is now my honor to prep students for their own academic
presentations and the poetry recital contest.

All who have known CARTA know that it is not like any other conference. It is not there simply as a stepstool for
academic career advancement or for winning prestige points. It is not where people come to hear themselves — and
only themselves - talk.

CARTA is a homecoming. A time and a place to catch up and share many laughs with colleagues turned kindreds. A
space to soak in so many interesting talks and discussions, to boost up intellectually. A charging station for hope
that the teaching of Russian language and culture will continue, no matter how strong the headwinds. A weekend
of fun, ranging from 50-person khorovod at the opening reception, to late-night Russian karaoke campouts in
Mara’s hotel suite, to raffles that let every single attendee go home with multiple prizes. To use a Russian phrase,
nedb KAPTHI — 3TO KpacHBIH IeHb KaJeHaaps.

Olga Randolph, Oklahoma

Why I love CARTA

I first came to CARTA 20 years ago, in 2003, to its conference in Albuquerque to present a paper, and it was
n1060Bb ¢ MepBOTO B3raAAa. It was unlike any other conference I had attended. What made the CARTA conference
unique was its intimate and friendly atmosphere. In addition to presentations and first-class speakers at many
conferences, there were exciting activities, discussions, and field trips that bonded all participants together. We
got to know each other; we socialized and became friends. The organizers of CARTA, its board, did an amazing job
designing the conference format that brings people together. And of course, CARTA’s success and uniqueness are
largely due to its tireless leader of 25 years, Dr. Mara Sukholutskaya. She brings everybody together and
generously supports her colleagues and students. She is an endless fountain of Russian culture, pouring quotes
from poems, movies, and songs, quoting proverbs and sayings. Mara brings incredible energy, love, and
enthusiasm that have been the driving force behind CARTA’s success.

Another unique aspect of CARTA is the students that Russian teachers bring to the conference. It is so impressive
and encouraging to see young students perform or recite Russian poetry in Yevgeny Yevtushenko Poetry Contest!
It reminds me every time about CARTA’s mission to expand Russian studies, and to pass our love for the Russian
language, literature, and culture to new generations.

From my first conference, I kept coming back to presenting every year, getting together with my colleagues,
sharing my interests and hearing what they were working on, and most importantly connecting with old friends. In
2008 I took a job in California as a dean, a job that proved to be very demanding and did not allow me to
participate in CARTA conferences. But last year as I started planning my retirement, my first thought was to
reconnect with CARTA. I came back this year and it felt like I was back with old friends that I just saw yesterday.

Coming to CARTA is always such a joy because I see old friends and have a lot of fun!

Tatiana Karmanova, Texas
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Falling out of the Blue and back to Earth
Before returning to Orlando after the CARTA conference and a great celebration of our 25th anniversary, I
decided to take a break in the long and quite impossible process of trying to “cram” all my belongings into the
little suitcase. I thought some "alone time" in the park might help.
My mind's activity was no less busy than the park's. It was a blur with all the things I still had to do and with
whom to talk before leaving my old and new conference friends, to whom I still had to say goodbyes. I was so
preoccupied with my thoughts, expanding the list of things and information I heard at the conference that the
activity surrounding me simply became a backdrop. Suddenly, literally out of the blue, a bird started singing
above me. His clear song brought me back to earth, back to my physical position on the grass under a tree in the
park.
This bird reminded me of what I should be doing, what I normally do - watching, noticing, questioning. These
necessary activities should not only be reserved for the time during my cross-cultural experience in CARTA, but
for the transitions between them as well. My habit of opening myself up so completely to my surroundings and to
the people around me, soaking in everything like a small sponge in a vast ocean, has permitted me to enjoy my
experiences to their full extent. My absorption is enriched by my need, my desire to wring myself out, to give back
all that I have seen and learned during this last conference, especially the evening reading of Evtushenko’s poetry.
I realized that leaving, although painful, was simply a new chance to drain, to share what I had seen and learned,
allowing room for a new exhilarating rush of experiences to fill me.
The first time I visited the CARTA conference was in 2011. I thought it was a nice dream. I have been teaching
Russian at the University of Central Florida for 16 years but had never spoken daily with a lot of professionals
who speak and teach Russian. Now I am back to the sunshine state to my favorite university job, doing my
teaching and grant research, and I am once again following the pattern that is my life, moving from one amazing,
intellectually challenging, goal- shifting experience to the next, from one community, one established culture, to
the next, constantly sharing what I have learned.
Each time I am in CARTA, every time I travel to a different conference on the opposite coast from this "land of
smiles", it has reinforced who I am. I find the diverse cultures, religions, and races that have always surrounded
me an exhilarating motivator to be alive, to test who you are and how you personally fit in to this world. The
constant movement, the endless opportunities to learn and to make lasting friendships are for me, right now, the
most important components for my cross-cultural research.
CARTA conferences, and especially the celebration of the 25th anniversary, provide not only the opportunity to
know Russian colleagues better, share the research, but to listen and talk to Evgeniy Yevtushenko, who left
unforgettable lasting memory in my heart and mind. In every opportunity when I talk to my students or
colleagues, I share the experience of Evgeniy’s poetry reading and introduce them to the work of his outstanding
father. Thank you, CARTA!!!!

Alla Kourova, Florida
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What CARTA Means to Me

I find it hard to say what CARTA means to me or why it is important because it has been a part of my life for so
long, but I suppose I can best sum up my feelings as “grateful.” Because CARTA has always been so accepting of
student and early career presenters, the first entry on my CV under scholarly presentations belongs to CARTA. I
attended and presented at my first CARTA conference in Oklahoma City as a first-year MA student in 2000, when
both CARTA and I were still very young, meaning that CARTA has been present in my entire professional life. The
welcoming audience made for a very comfortable and encouraging place to start presenting. As CARTA and I
matured, I've enjoyed fruitful feedback that has helped me develop articles and my current book project on war
films. I used suggestions I received at CARTA to transform two of these conference papers into articles that
helped me achieve tenure at Baylor: “No Nastas’ias on the Volga: Soviet Women Veterans and Folkloric Self-
Representations,” Folklorica 17-18 (2013), 99-130 and “After ‘a Youth on Fire:” The Woman Veteran in Iuliia
Drunina’s Post-war Poetry,” Aspasia: The International Yearbook of Central, Eastern, and Southeastern
European Women’s and Gender History 7 (2013), 68-91. For this role in my scholarly formation, I am grateful.
CARTA has made me a better teacher. I have always found the pedagogy sessions to be particularly helpful. Even
as a graduate student I incorporated ideas I heard at CARTA in my teaching—for example, including well-known
tales into the classroom. I appreciate CARTA’s continual willingness and supportive generosity that allows my
students to present. At the 2022 CARTA conference in Waco, my daughter recited a poem—the first time she’s
recited a poem for an audience other than her teachers and peers at Russian school. It was a positive experience
for her. In 2015, I was grateful to be chosen as the recipient of the “Excellence in Teaching” award—what an
honor!

Beyond obvious career development and exchange of ideas, CARTA conferences have also given me many
unforgettable experiences that cannot be measured by CV lines. I will never forget our visit to Fortress Ross in
California and the incredible meal provided by the San Francisco consulate. Few people have enjoyed multiple
poetry readings given by Evgenii Evtushenko—in Kansas City, in Tulsa. What better exemplifies Russian
generosity and hospitality than the meal provided by Maria Evtushenko at their beautiful dacha? Speaking of
Peredelkino: I was just telling someone that I had sat at the desk at which sat Pasternak as he wrote Dr. Zhivago
and looked at the view from this desk—the same view he would have had as he drafted the novel. In Rostov, we
enjoyed beautiful churches and my daughter saw the Volga for the first time—and for what has turned out to be
the only time. The meal on the boat cruise as we sailed through Moscow remains another beautiful experience
given to me by CARTA. I loved walking along the river in lovely Tulsa. I remember the goosebumps I experienced
as I listened to the Dallas School of Russian students perform Russian songs. I am grateful for these memories

and for others and I look forward to many other beautiful experiences at CARTA conferences in the future.

Adrienne Harris, Texas

For all those years when I was still an active member of CARTA, our meetings were one of the highlights of my
professional life. It was an honor to be associated with such a dynamic organization and such committed

colleagues. CARTA has done wonders in promoting the study of Russian and the appreciation of all that is

praiseworthy about Russia. Gerald E. Mikkelson, Kansas

CARTA is where passionate teachers meet to share their best practices of teaching Russian as a foreign language.
Due to wise and caring guidance CARTA has become the very kind of association that allows us to develop,
prosper and just learn to enjoy what we are supposed to do. Long live our CARTA!

Maria Molchanova, Russia
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I joined the welcoming, family-like, and supportive professional CARTA community in 2016, when I started
teaching at University of North Texas. In 2019 I was thrilled, honored, and privileged to receive the CARTA
Excellence in Teaching Russian Language and Culture Award.

During my thirty-year teaching career, I have been a member of many professional organizations and delivered
many papers at various professional conferences, but the high standards set by CARTA for all its activities and
high-quality annual conferences have always impressed me. I have very warm memories of each CARTA
conference I attended, because they provided me with an assured opportunity to learn new ideas and new
teaching techniques that I later implemented in a classroom. In 2023 CARTA celebrates its jubilee and brought its
activities to the international level by inviting teachers and scholars from other countries to participate in annual
CARTA conference’s online sessions.

I wish CARTA, its growing membership and very popular and strong leadership many happy returns, many more

forthcoming successful conferences and publications.
Tatiana Filosofova, the United Kingdom

Let me express my deepest gratitude to all of you for the opportunity to be and feel part of your highly
professional community. Since the very beginning I was captivated by CARTA’s mission to consolidate and
coordinate the efforts of the Russian language educators to enhance and expand Russian studies, to provide
professional support and development by creating new programs of need and interest to students at all levels.
While participating in CARTA conferences I was not just honored to share my own teaching experience with my
colleagues overseas. I had the pleasure of getting acquainted with the most prominent experts in the field of
teaching Russian. I acquired a lot of information about innovative approaches to teaching languages. Moreover,
your conferences provided me with new connections for the benefit of students all over the world.

I do appreciate the opportunity to maintain mutually beneficial dialogue and cooperation via English, Russian or

any other language to provide better understanding, communication, collaboration.

Tatiana Makarova, Russia

A Buepsbie npucoenuaunach Kk CARTA Tospko B 2023 rozy, HO ¢ IePBBIX JHEH MOYYBCTBOBAJA TEIJIOTY 3TOU
3aMevyaTeJbHOU CEMbU -- CEMbU €IMHOMBIIIJIEHHUKOB U HACTOSAIIUX NPOGECCHOHAJIIOB CBOEro Aeaa. Xouy
no6JyaroapuTh JIUJEPOB ACCONUAIMHU 3a IPeKPacHyIo paboTy U CjIaKeHHYI0, OY€Hb NPOAYKTUBHYIO KOH(EpEeHIHIO,

KOTOpasd Ipolja B APyXKeCKOH, MouTu AoMalnHel, atMocdepe. C HeTeplleHUEeM KAy caeAylomel BecTpeun!

Kamepuna Ileyypa, Oxaaxoma
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I joined CARTA in 2004 and since then I have always enjoyed all its yearly meetings. Each CARTA conference is
like a family reunion to me. CARTA gave me many friends, unforgettable meetings with amazing educators,
famous scholars, writers, and poets, such as V.G. Kostomarov and E.A. Yevtushenko. It helped me learn about
new ideas and approaches to language pedagogy, extend my knowledge in Russian area studies, and it has always
supported me in my professional career. I am very grateful to CARTA for the Excellence in Teaching Russian
award that I was honored to receive in 2008.
In 2011, I had the privilege to become CARTA local conference coordinator and enjoyed hosting my colleagues at
our university. That conference helped me develop important communication, leadership, problem-solving, and
decision-making skills, which are so beneficial when working in a team. CARTA conferences are always very
informative, well organized, and give its participants a lot of insights into language teaching and tools that they
can use at their home institutions. What makes CARTA conferences special is their warm and hospitable
atmosphere where all participants are always welcome and supported. My special thanks go to our CARTA
President, Dr. Mara Sukholutskaya, who has outstanding qualities of a leader and has always put so much effort
and support into making each CARTA conference a special and unforgettable event. I am grateful that I am a
CARTA member and honored to serve on the CARTA Board.

Valentina Iepuri, Mississippi

K 25-nemurw KAPTDHI

Pycckuil 36K B MUpe B HACTOsAIlee BpeMs IepeKUBaeT He JIydlirue BpeMeHa. YUCI0 UM BJIA/IEIOIIUX U U3Y4YaAIOIIUX
B IIKOJIAX ¥ By3aX BO MHOTHUX CTpaHaX cokpamjaercsa. TeM BaskHee JefATEJIbHOCTb IPENOJAaBATENEH PYCCKOTO A3bIKA
U UX acCOIManui U UX opraHoB nmevaTu. Cpeu HUX 3aMeTHOE MEeCTO Ha aMEPHUKAHCKOM KOHTHHEHTE 3aHUMAaeT
IleHTpasbHO-aMEepUKAHCKAs acCOIMAIMs MpenogaBareneil pycckoro sizbika (Central Association of Russian
Teachers of America), eskeroiHO BBIIIyCKAOIIEH HaydHOe U3/laHUE JOKJIAJ0B U BBICTYIIJIEHUH Ha ee
kOoH(pepeHIUAX.

OrpoMHYI0 poJib B c60pe MaTepuaioB U HOJATOTOBKe exxeronHoro usganus KAPTHI urparmT ee 6eccMeHHBIH
IIpe3umeHT U ocHOBaTe b lleHTpabHO-aMEPUKAHCKOU aCCONMANINY IPEINOosaBaTeNed PyCCKOTo A3bIKa, Npodeccop
Mapa Cyxonayukas, u Bune-Ilpesumesat Martiki JIour. Onus u3 ay4dmux BeinyckoB KAPTBI, mo MmoeMy MHEHHUIO,
saBasierca usganue KAPTHI 2021 roga, moAroToBKOW K U3JaHUI0 KOTOPOU 3aHUMascsa npodeccop Maiika Jlour. B
Beinyckax exeromunka KAPTDHI ny6IuKyOTCsA KaK CTaThU YYEHBIX, IPENoaBaTeleil pycCKOTO sI3bIKa, TaK U
WHTEepeCcHble MaTepUuasbl, HOATOTOBJIEHHbBIE CTY/IeHTAMU U aCIUpaHTAMU, U3Y4aIOIUMU pyccKui a3blk. Caenyer
TaK)Xe OTMETHUTH IPEKPACHYIO OPTaHU3AIUI0 CAMUX €KeroJHbIX KoHpepeHnuii KAPTHI.

C HaWJIyYIIIMU IOKeJaHUAMU B paboTe [leHTpaspHO-aMepUKAHCKOHN accOUany IpenoiaBaTeaeil pyccKOro
fA3BIKA U MPOJOJI’KEHUU exxeroiHoro usganusa KAPTBHI.

Anexcandp Apegves, Poccus

CARTA to the rescue!

When I started teaching at UTSA over 30 years ago, there were four of us Russian teachers, which was sometimes
more than the number of students in our classes. But we had parties and all kinds of extracurricular activities, so
there was a lot of interaction with the students, teachers, and the community. Over the years, the number of
Russian students increased, while the number of teachers decreased, and it resulted in limited time for out-of-
class activities. Now that I am already retired, I look back to those early years of camaraderie with nostalgia. But
every spring there is a conference that revives the same atmosphere of belonging that is otherwise missing in my
life. At CARTA conferences I can immerse myself in the Russian culture with a group of wonderful, enthusiastic
Russian teachers who will carry on the rewarding task of teaching young Americans to appreciate the language

and culture. Long live CARTA! ) ) )
Marita Nummikoski, Texas
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Before CARTA I was a lonely, socially awkward Russian Teacher in Topeka Kansas. For years I had been picked on
and abused by the Spanish, French, and German teachers. Even the Latin teacher ignored me. The Japanese
teacher threatened me with her samurai sword and the Chinese teacher laughed when I tried to eat with
chopsticks. My students were nice, but behind my back they called me ‘the sad old man’. Many days I dreaded
going to school and then returned home with feelings of despair. When I returned home, the dog was happy to see
me, but my wife, a French teacher, looked at me with contempt.

My life was miserable. Then, in October 1998, a woman named “Mara” called me from Ada! I was suspicious at
first. Who would call me from Ada? Was it one of my fellow teachers luring me into some kind of cruel joke? But
her voice was so reassuring and friendly that I figured, what do I have to lose? Mara invited [lured] me to come to
Oklahoma. It was impossible to resist the Siren’s song. I could also experience the wonders of Turner Falls in
October.

Seriously speaking, in the autumn of 1998 I was starting my 25th year of teaching Russian at Topeka High School
and I was experiencing teacher burnout. I had managed to keep my program alive, but was forced to teach Russian
IT, I1I, and IV levels in one class. I had little support from the administration or fellow foreign language teachers.
I felt alone until I went to Oklahoma City to meet other teachers of Russian who had the same problems that I was
facing. It was refreshing to share ideas and talk with teachers in similar situations.

As CARTA grew, I appreciated the vast wealth of knowledge and experience I could consult whenever I had a
question about the language or culture. The value of CARTA that I most appreciate is its unity. CARTA makes no
distinction concerning the level of instruction. Public school teachers are treated with the same respect as
university professors. As a public-school teacher at conferences, I was accustomed to being put on the end of
programs because I was ‘just’ a high school teacher. If the program was short of time the less important presenters
would have their time shortened or just eliminated. CARTA makes everyone feel welcome.

I cherish the wonderful friends I'’ve made in the years I've been a member of CARTA. Many of the interactions
with CARTA members have grown to more than friendship. I am thankful that several CARTA members call or
email me as I enjoy my retirement. I'm especially grateful to Mara, because without her effort and kindness I

would still be that ‘sad old man’.

Larry Lonard, Kansas

Narrated by Mara Sukholutskaya
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